
 

Environment Council of Rhode Island 
Membership and Board Meeting Minutes 

November 9, 2020; 5:30 -7:00 PM (Virtual) 

Attendees 

Peter Trafton, Priscilla De La Cruz, Greg Gerritt, Timmons Roberts, Michael Roles, Jeanine Silversmith, 
Susan Anderbois, Paige Therien,  Donna Personeus, Everett Pope, Meg Kerr, Kai Salem, Colin Antaya, 
Barbara Walsh, Paul Beaudette, Kenneth Filarski  , Susan Korte, Shilo Felton, Katherine Gibson, Nicole 
DiPaolo, Mal Skowron, Mary Jane Sorrentino, Eugenia Marks, Angie Koziara, Kaitlin Rengigas, Barry 
Schiller, Monica Huertas, Matt Brown, Topher Hamblett, Tricia Jedele, Joshua Kestin, Seth Handy 

Agenda 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
a. Approval of October Minutes 
b. Office Report (Available next week) 

2. Presentation: Renew New England Alliance – Rhode Island Policy Framework 2021 
a. Presenters: Matt Brown, Monica Huertas, Joshua Kestin 

3. Presidents Report and Strategic Planning Update 
4. Policy Committee and Climate Crisis Campaign 

a. Green Report Card 
b. Coffee Hour 

5. Reports from ECRI Fiscal agency projects 
a. Energize RI 
b. Green Infrastructure Coalition 
c. School Recycling Club 

6. Announcements 
7. Adjourn 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

a. Introductions via chat. Recording begins at 5:33 pm 
b. Land Acknowledgement 
c. Feedback survey will be shared at every meeting, starting today  

i. Link to today’s survey:  bit.ly/ecrifeedback 

https://www.environmentcouncilri.org/sites/default/files/10.2020%20Minutes.pdf
file:///Users/Rick/Downloads/bit.ly/ecrifeedback


d. Approval of October 5, 2020 Minutes: Paul Beaudette makes the first motion. Peter Trafton 

seconds. All vote in favor. 
e. Office Report 

i. Current Balances - ECRI Fund: $35,697 ($33,744 this time last year); Education Fund: 
$39,766 ($42,978 this time last year) 

ii. Tisdale Awards applications have been circulating. Final deadline is November 25th, 2020. 
1. Looking for a fundraising committee since raffle is not an option this year. Considering 

an on line auction 
iii. Year-End appeal has been sent out. 
iv. Video Festival 

1. Draft letter is being worked on 
2. All videos will go on website. Only 10 videos will be aired as part of the virtual event, 

which will be live on Rhode Island Natural History Service Facebook. 
3. Please contact Greg Geritt if you would like to help pick a final winner. 

v. Call for volunteers to help organize the Annual Meeting. 
 

2. Presentation: Renew New England Alliance – Rhode Island Policy Framework 2021 

a. Presenters: Matt Brown, Monica Huertas, Joshua Kestin 
b. Renew: grassroots, region-wide, 130 organizations from across the six New England states 

i. Made up of frontline, labor, indigenous, youth, etc. organizations 
ii. Aims to address mass-unemployment, racial injustice, climate change 

iii. Renew New England is sister c(4) org doing policy work 
iv. Developing legislative packages for each New England State 

1. Building an RI coalition to develop a package for our state consisting of bold policy that 
addresses each of the above three issues. 

c. Legislative Package 
i. Intersectional: addresses climate crisis, racial injustice, economic inequality 

1. Example: Gas companies produce greenhouse gases, but also huge amounts of fossil 
fuel waste. This waste is typically dumped in neighborhoods where majority population 
is black, black, and less affluent. These companies depend on systematic racism. 

2. Environmental movement has spent decades trying to address causes of the climate 
crisis, without addressing racial injustice and economic inequality. 

ii. Specific Policies to be included in package: 
1. Housing 

a. Residential housing accounts for roughly a fifth of RI’s greenhouse gas emissions 
i. Old housing that leaks heat (also unsafe to live in) 

ii. Utility companies would be responsible for retrofitting low-income housing 
to make more energy efficient, lower utility bills 

iii. Current target = 38.5% renewable energy by 2035; Renew’s target = 100% 
renewable energy by 2030 

2. Food 
a. 90% of the food that we consume in NE comes from outside of the region = 

reliance on carbon-intensive supply chain (global phenomenon due to large 
industrial operations that exploit workers) 



b. 1.5 million in NE face food insecurity (120,000 in RI) 
c. Goals: prioritize local and sustainable food/farming operations; fair treatment of 

workers; expanding nutritious food access to poor communities; connect the 
farmland of the northern three states with the population centers in the southern 
three states 

d. Supply and demand 
i. Supply end: grants for community gardens and local farms (must employ 

environmentally sustainable methods and pay workers well/sick 
leave/benefits) 

ii. Demand end: vouchers (similar to CSA systems) for low-income residents 
allowing them to claim portion of the food produced from the supply end of 
the program 

3. Shutting down pollution in frontline communities 
a. Green Justice Zones 

i. Shutting down harmful industrial operations 
ii. Residents of Zone(s) will participate in budgeting process where they can 

decide which projects to focus on 
iii. Organizing work 

1. Racial and Environmental Justice Committee 
2. Residents have always been fighting in these neighborhoods 
3. Green Justice Zone model was inspired by California – Identified highest levels of air 

pollution to determine which neighborhoods/areas (typically the people who pollute 
the least) need the most help (using DEM and FERC maps) 

4. Manton Ave and Port of Providence 
a. Community members get to decide what the money is used for (air purification, 

renewable energy placement, etc.) 
d. Q&A 

i. Renew promotes the use of already disturbed lands for renewable energy and understands 
the importance of our forests. 

ii. How big is this grants program? Grants program is still being drafted. 
iii. What is the best way to engage Renew? Stay tuned! Legislation will be coming in the next 

few weeks. Priscilla and Kai will be kept updated. There will be many coming opportunities 
for involvement. 

iv. Have you coordinated yet with the RI Food Council? In the process. 
v. Current pollution in places like the Port of Providence would have to be removed 

completely. 
vi. What is the plan to mobilize the communities? “Deep organizing” – community meetings, 

shifting power to the communities (instead of just giving input to legislators.) 
vii. Concern: environmental movement no longer has Republican support, like it did when 

making progress in the 1970’s. 
1. Committed to grassroots organization 
2. At the state level, the number of people who are aware of our broken system is 

growing. 



3. “WE “BIPOC, WOMEN, QUEER”, POOR the PEOPLE out NUMBER “them” – Monica 
Huertas 

viii. Carbon taxes do little to limit emissions at the scale we need, but they are a great way to 
raise money for renewable energy projects and economic decarbonization. 

ix. We have not seen any action on climate in RI’s general assembly in three years. What is the 
strategy for getting legislation passed? Public/grassroots/political pressure and mass 
mobilization (door knocking, phone calls, etc.) 
 

3. Presidents Report and Strategic Planning Update 

a. Strategic planning committee met a couple weeks ago. 
i. Envisioned and defined the role(s) of the committee including: 

1. Onboarding consultant 
a. Currently editing the NWF RFP 

2. Organizing logistics 
3. Engaging and outreach to others who have not been at the ECRI table in the past. 

ii. Everyone is welcomed to join the committee at any point 
 

4. Policy Committee and Climate Crisis Campaign 

a. Released the Green Report Card (Biannual report of legislative action) in the last week of 
October. 
i. Summarizes priorities 

ii. Sent to legislators 
b. Coffee Hour 

i. Virtual event – to be organized 
c. Meet and Greet with new legislators plus the “main event” where ECRI introduces work and 

priorities 
d. Climate Crisis Campaign 

i. Waited until after the elections to meet. Will be meeting this week. 
1. New RI House Speaker: Joe Shekarchi  
2. Dawn Euer will be the Chair of the House Environment Committee 
3. Representative Blazejewski (District 2, Providence) has been selected as the new 

Majority Leader. Representative Blazejewski sponsored the Act on Climate bill in 2019 
and 2020. 

e. Governor announced procurement of offshore wind (600 MW) 
i. Involvement opportunity to ensure the siting is equitable, minimizes impact on wildlife and 

marine industries, etc. – contact Kai Salem 
 

5. Reports from ECRI Fiscal agency projects 

a. Energize RI 
i. Recently concluded their final report for the John Merck Fund, who granted $45,000 in 2018 

- remaining funds (about $5,700) was allocated to Climate Crisis Campaign. 
ii. Continue work in support of the Act on Climate bill, carbon pricing study (conducted by 

Office of Energy Resources – hopefully will be released in late November), equity efforts in 
transportation, and the Transportation and Climate Initiative. 



iii. Economic and Resilient Act is being championed on Twitter and in the news by Senator 
McCaffrey. 

b. Green Infrastructure Coalition 
i. Promotes nature-based solutions for stormwater management 

ii. Will be submitting another grant to Rhode Island Foundation in 2021 
iii. Providence Stormwater Innovation Center 

1. Stormwater Expo on November 19th for the private sector 
iv. Current projects underway in Providence and East Bay 

c. Recycling Club 
i. Working off an EPA grant – looking for an additional $5,000 in funding. 

 
6. Announcements 

a. November 16th, 2020: PolComm meeting 4:30 - 6 pm, ExComm meeting 6 – 7:30 pm 
b. December 7th, 2020: Next board meeting, 5:30 - 7 pm 
c. Don’t forget to take today’s meeting survey:  bit.ly/ecrifeedback 

 

7. Adjourn 
a. Nicole makes first motion. Meeting Adjourns at 6:58 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///Users/Rick/Downloads/bit.ly/ecrifeedback

