
Environment Council of Rhode Island

!  
Membership Meeting, Dept. of Admin. Bldg., Conference Room B 
October 1, 2018, 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

Attendees: Kai Salem, Meg Kerr, John Berard, Michelle Beaudin, David Brunetti, Gregory Schultz, 
Richard Dionne, Topher Hamblett, Polly Barey, Sue Korté, Paul Beaudette, Lauren Maunus, Hank Webster, 
C.J. Opperthauser, Leah Bamberger, Judee Burr, Laura Landen, Timmons Roberts, Kenneth J. Filarski, 
Eugenia Marks 

Agenda: 
1. Introductions 
2. Approval of minutes 
3. President’s report (Meg Kerr) 
4. Report on ECRI retreat (John Berard) 
5. Invenergy update (Rich Dionne) 
6. Presentation on City of Providence Carbon Neutral Strategy (Leah Bamburger) (25 min) 
7. Reports  

a. Primary recap (John Berard) 
b. Bond  
c. Plastic task force (John Berard) 

8. Reports from ECRI fiscal agency projects 
a. Green Infrastructure Coalition 
b. Energize Coalition 

9. Announcements (all) 

Approval of minutes 
• Rich Dionne moves to approve the minutes, John Berard seconds. All approve with Hank Webster 

from Acadia Center abstaining. 

President’s report (Meg Kerr) 
• ECRI coffee hour (Kai) – We need volunteers to help coordinate coffee hour 
• ECRI lobby day (need someone) – Ken will help coordinate this but other volunteers are needed 
• ECRI meetings – First Monday of the month at 5:30, except November. ECRI PolComm meetings 

are the second Monday of the month. Dates for upcoming meetings: full ECRI meeting on Nov 13. 
(Pol Comm and Ex Comm third Monday of month, Oct and Nov) 
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Report on ECRI retreat (John Berard) 
• Retreat will be on October 11 from 4:30-8:30pm. There will be 3 one hour modules. 

Invenergy update (Rich Dionne) 
• Hearings have been suspended until November 5 
• At that point, all parties will reconvene to see if there’s movement by FERC on the ISO’s revocation 

of Invenergy’s obligation 
• FERC must approve ISO’s request 
• Delay is the best strategy 
• Final decision must be made by mid-February 
• AG office – Greg Schultz: even if EFSB denies the licenses Invenergy would still come out having 

made millions 
• AG involved in superior court – does state law allow town of Johnston to sell water for the project 
• Jerry Elmer summarized that with this current development, the plant cannot be built 
• Topher Hamblett: new owners of Brayton Point plant is tearing down everything, will be 

redeveloped as a brownfield 

Presentation on City of Providence Carbon Neutral Strategy (Leah Bamburger) 
• Environmental sustainability task force advises her office 
• Providence sustainability plan – sets goals in different areas (waste, energy, food, water, 

transportation, land use & development), lays out strategies to hit goals, dashboard to track progress 
in all areas 

• Energy and climate goals: Goal of reducing carbon emissions 30% by 2030, Doing well on energy 
efficiency. In 2016, the mayor signed an executive order to make the city carbon neutral by 2050. 
Barr Foundation grant to develop a strategy to meet 2050 goal.  

• Where are emissions coming from? 70% of emissions from buildings and almost 30% from 
transportation 

• Virtual net metering project in Cranston (~21 MW) – over half of the city’s electricity consumption, 
saving the city some money and reducing emissions. Not covering all of the city’s energy 
consumption with this project because there are more local clean energy opportunities to supplement 
this with. 

• Dept of Energy SolSmart program – got a silver designation for making updates 
• Jump in solar from Solarize program, hoping to do a community solar program to give more 

residents access 
• Question about city’s position on leasing verses buying the panels? City doesn’t have a position, 

gives customers information 
• Putting solar panels on municipal buildings? In the past, shifted to the virtual project to avoid 

complications with putting panels on own buildings 
• Question about the Cranston project and renewable energy siting. The city is the off-taker of 

electrons from Cranston project. Meg says that renewable energy siting group should brief the office 
of sustainability on their thoughts and work. 

• Reducing emissions with a number of different strategies together: financing, code assessment, 
audits/building, energy challenge 

• Frontline communities of color bear the greatest burden of the impacts of climate change and 
environmental degradation 
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• Some important metrics to consider: energy burden (% income spent on energy) according to 
ACEEE; air quality. Environmental work that the office of sustainability is doing is centering groups 
that are most impacted. 

• Equity in sustainability is new for the providence office of sustainability 
• Racial and environmental justice committee advising the office of sustainability – the office has 

adopted that framework developed by the committee 
• Carbon Neutral Strategy Development – community to community learning and planning to develop 

an emissions reduction strategy with interim goals. Environmental groups should rally around this 
new approach which is centering those most impacted by environmental crises. Broader public 
comment open in January on this report. Office of sustainability is asking environmental groups to 
get behind this process.  

• When we reduce emissions, let’s focus on the emissions that improve the lives of the community 
members in providence, even if they’re more challenging to reduce 

• Question: Will this lead to legislation (thinking about Energize Rhode Island)? Not so much at the 
state level, but there’s a lot we need to do in the city 

• Sustainpvd.org (go there to find equity goals) 
• Are there other cities that have done a plan like this? No one has shifted decision making to 

communities in the way that we have. Funder clearly calling out Prov as taking the greatest risks to 
shift this. Other cities at the table: DC, Seattle and Portland. Part of the reason we can do this is our 
leadership (Mayor Elorza) is so supportive, able to work at the pace of the community. 

• Leah will share the slides 
• Public meetings will happen in January that allow others to participate 

Report from the PolComm Committee 
• Met in September 
• Working on the Green Report Card, will be sent around with a deadline for comments 
• Discussions continue about what policies ECRI will take a stance on – folks should come and talk 

about the issues that they care about and want ECRI to take a stance on 

RECAP of the Primary Election: 
General Assembly: Senate 

• Losses: Sen. Jeanine Calkin defeated by Mark McKenney 
• Pickups: Val Lawson (DaPonte’s seat), Sam Bell (def. Paul Jabour and Nick Autiello) 
• Potential Pick-ups: Bridget Valverde (Gee’s seat in EG defeated Greg Acciardo, will face Dana Gee 

in November) 
General Assembly: House 

• Losses: none 
• Pickups/Defense: Rebecca Kislak (Aaron’s old seat), Karen Alzate (unopposed in Rep. Coughlin’s 

old seat) 
• Potential Pick-Ups: Lianna Cassar (Joe Hearn’s seat), Laufton (Marshall’s seat) 

State Officers: 
• Governor – Gina def. Matt Brown 
• Lt. Governor – Aaron lost to McKee just over 2 percentage points  
• Seth, Nellie, Peter Nehrona 
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House/Senate: 
• Cicilline and Sheldon def. their primary challengers 

What’s to come: 
• Priority races in the House and Senate (see press release from CWA) 
• Governor Race 

o Raimondo has publicly stated that the energy needs assessments have changed and that the 
Invenergy plant’s capacity is unneeded (to a group of environmentalists); Her public 
comments continue as “let the process play out” 

• Treasurer 
o Committed to funding green energy and climate resilience projects through the RIIB 
o Smart investments in green companies and using position as a shareholder to hold companies 

accountable and force transparency 
• Plug in volunteers! Sierra Club, Clean Water Action, and Climate Action RI can do political 

endorsements. Others can volunteer on their own time. 
• Timmons – contribute to the climate action PAC as individuals if you can 

Green Economy Green Water Bond - $47.3 Million Ballot question (Ballot Question 10) (Topher 
Hamblett) 

• Friday, October 12, 10am – kick off rally at waterplace park 
• There will be a factsheet sent around about the details of the bond 
• There will be opportunities to help, stay tuned for communications from Topher 
• Always good to remind candidates that voters tend to overwhelmingly vote yes 

Plastics Task Force Created by the Governor (John Berard) 
• Made up by stakeholder groups – enviro groups, state agencies, municipalities, associations, and 

more 
• John is co-chair with hospitality industry 
• Friday, Oct 5 at 1pm, location tbd 
• Governor will give opening remarks – she wants a plastic bag bill and she wants to address bottles 
• State is going to adopt a lead by example policy in state buildings 
• More resources devoted to education 
• Messaging – small businesses aren’t the problem, the system is the problem.  

Update from Green Infrastructure Coalition (Meg Kerr) 
• 2018 grant proposal submitted to the RI Foundation 
• Goal: have a municipality get a sustainable stormwater system in place 
• Involving consulting engineers, architects 
• Stormwater management has been a problem for a long time, it’s always needed maintenance, 

working on convincing legislators to act on greening infrastructure 

Energize Rhode Island (Ken Filarski) 
• John Merck Fund – got slightly less than last years 
• Broadening their coalition 
• Looking to merge initiatives with the transportation climate initiative, global warming solutions act, 

and energize to avoid confusion and establish a coherent strategy 
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Announcements 
• Come to Elect-ober fest on Wednesday 
• Mike Rubin is happy to help with Spanish translation 
• Water Resources Board is still searching for a location, will likely be legislation to put it in the 

DPUC 
• Friday, October 12, 10am at Waterplace park for Yes on 10 Rally 
• Free solar hot water heating unit available 
• RI Student Climate Coalition is transitioning to Sunrise Rhode Island, uniting with a national 

movement – they can also make endorsements 
• Green Energy Consumers events tour of Pawtucket hydro (oct 27) and tour of a solar farm (nov 3) – 

Kai will send around information 
• ECRI coffee hour will be mid-January, Kai is looking for speakers 
• Macky McCleary will talk about water management at our next meeting; the city of Providence will 

hopefully come as well 
• Audubon annual meeting – gubernatorial candidates invited, waiting for Raimondo response 
• Please respond to Timmons’ students emails

Page !5


